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District of Houston
P.O. Box 370
Houston, B.C.

V0J 1Z0
January 26, 2009 
Dear Mayor and Council:

RE: The Woodstove Exchange Program continues…
We would like to take this opportunity to update Council as we complete our second year of the pilot Skeena – BVLD Woodstove Exchange Program.  As you may already be aware, our goal is to improve air quality in the Skeena and Bulkley Valley – Lakes District airsheds by encouraging residents to exchange old smoky wood stoves for low emission appliances including new CSA / EPA-certified clean burning wood stoves which are proven to burn 1/3 less wood, reduce emissions by up to 90%, and significantly reduce risks of chimney fires.  The Exchange Program is set to run until 2010, or for as long as we still have money for rebates.  We are requesting that the District of Houston continue to support the Woodstove Exchange Program as we endeavour to make our communities even better places to live, work and breathe.  

Momentum is continuing to build as we begin our third year of exchanges.  To date we have encouraged over 330 exchanges from residents between Burns Lake and Terrace.  This means that 330 old smoky woodstoves have been permanently removed from our airsheds – reducing emissions by over 30 tonnes per year and conserving over 540 cords of firewood annually!  The BVLD Airshed Management Society (AMS) is expecting to be able to offer a further 300 rebates to Skeena and Bulkley – Lakes District Airshed residents before December, 2010. 

The Fire Chief and District of Houston have been recognized as environmental champions because of (among other things) a strong commitment to improving local air quality.  The District of Houston was one of the first communities in BC to implement a Clean-Burning Bylaw in 2006 and even raised the bar by setting a mandatory removal date of December 2010 and by committing funds to provide additional rebate incentives to assists residents with the cost of upgrading.  We would like to acknowledge the support that the Skeena – BVLD Woodstove Exchange Program has received from the District these past two years.
In 2009, we are asking that the District continue to waive any necessary permit or installation fees, to assist with storage and/or decommissioning of old stoves at the District Works Yard, and to once again contribute funds to increase the rebate incentives for residents within District limits.
Of the 330 exchanges to date, 56 have been within the Houston area.  This is a great start, but there are still many older stoves smoking up neighbourhoods within the community.  We would like to work with the District of Houston and the Regional District Bulkley-Neckako to encourage many more exchanges in the coming two years.  Any assistance that the District could offer in promoting awareness of the Exchange Program and proper wood-burning habits would be greatly appreciated.  Also, we would be happy to host Clean-Burning Woodstove Demonstrations at up-coming community events or in targeted Houston neighbourhoods.
Once again, thank you for your on-going commitment to improve air quality.  We look forward to working together to make the District of Houston an even better place to live and breathe. 

For questions or comments about the program, contact Colin Macleod, program coordinator, toll free at 1-888-334-0335 or email Colin.Macleod@gov.bc.ca.

Yours truly,
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Dave Duncan, President

BVLD Airshed Management Society
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